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INTRODUCTION

March 2021 marks the first anniversary of the decla-
ration of the COVID-19 pandemic by the World Health
Organization (WHO). One year on, this report explores
ACLED’s special coverage of the pandemic’s impact on
political violence and protest trends around the world
- analyzing changes in demonstration activity, state
repression, mob attacks, overall rates of armed con-
flict, and more through the COVID-19 Disorder Tracker.

Earlier in the project we took stock of evolving polit-
ical violence and protest patterns during the first 16
weeks of the crisis (see this ACLED report), and again
after more than five months had passed (see this anal-
ysis for Foreign Policy). This report draws on a full year
of data and analysis from ACLED’s COVID-19 Disorder
Tracker to trace the pandemic’s wider effects on glob-
al disorder trends.

While demonstrations were initially interrupted as
governments around the world implemented lock-
downs and movement restrictions, protests ultimate-
ly resurged. Initially, this resurgence took the form of
direct responses to government (mis)management of
the pandemic and the immediate needs of protesters,
including better access to personal protective equip-
ment (PPE), or financial support amid the ensuing
economic downturn. Soon thereafter demonstrations
evolved into a continuation of the social movements
that had begun prior to the crisis, with previously
held grievances only exacerbated as a result of the
pandemic’s economic fallout and government (mis)
management. In other cases, new demonstration
movements emerged altogether. The combined re-
sult is that demonstrations actually increased in 2020
relative to the year prior,! not just despite - butin part

1 ACLED expanded to a number of new regions since
March 2020; comparisons of trends between 2020 and 2019 take
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because of - the pandemic.

As a global emergency, the pandemic offered unique
opportunities — and cover — for those in power to
institute a wide range of new restrictions and pass
sweeping legislation. Some capitalized on the occa-
sion to bolster their position and consolidate author-
ity, contributing to democratic backsliding. Others
selectively enforced legislation or restrictions as a
means to stifle opposition and to limit any challenge
to power. Overall, state repression increased around
the world.

The pandemic has also had an array of both direct
and indirect effects on conflict patterns. While many
hoped that the crisis would spur ceasefires in many
of the world’s conflicts, these hopes were largely
dashed (see this report). Conflict events declined on
aggregate compared to 2019, but political violence
increased in more countries than it decreased, and
most wars continued to rage (see this report). Rath-
er, the coronavirus has contributed to shifting the
incentive structures, opportunities, and timelines
of conflict actors. In some cases, violence increased
as groups seized the opportunity to ramp up their
activity, especially at a time when state forces were
preoccupied with the health crisis. In other cases,
non-state groups, vying for greater legitimacy, tried to
buy the support of local populations through ‘better
governance’ of the pandemic than their state adver-
saries. In some countries, the effects of the pandemic
indirectly resulted in increasing competition among
armed groups, while in others, previously competing
armed groups coalesced around opposition to gov-
ernment response to the pandemic. Yet in others still,
the coronavirus disrupted the political landscape, ex-

this into account, and therefore exclude countries for which
ACLED does not have data coverage for 2019.
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acerbating long-simmering tensions.

A year on, this report marks the end of our special
COVID-19 Disorder Tracker coverage, reviewing the
dozens of spotlight pieces and special reports com-
piled by the ACLED team during the course of the proj-
ect.? Together, these pieces help to paint a picture of
the myriad ways in which the pandemic has impacted
global disorder trends over the past year.

DEMONSTRATIONS

Multiple protest movements emerged around the
world in 2019, driving and escalation and expansion of
demonstration activity relative to the year prior. Sus-
tained demonstration activity led into early 2020, until
the WHO’s pandemic declaration in March. The imme-
diate result was a significant decline in demonstra-
tions around the world amid lockdown measures
to control the spread of the virus (see visual).

These declines were evident in countries like Chile,
where protests in late 2019 were organized by stu-
dents calling for socioeconomic equality and better
social services. The movement resurged in March
2020 as students returned to school, but stalled with
the spread of the coronavirus and new restrictions

on movement (see visual).

A similar temporal pattern was recorded in India,
which experienced a wave of demonstrations begin-
ningin late 2019 around the Citizenship (Amendment
Act. Protests declined precipitously at the start of
the pandemic in March (see visual. Demonstrations
dropped significantly in Pakistan during the same
month, following the pandemic declaration (see visu-
al. In Nicaragua, demonstrations declined amid the
dual threats of coronavirus infection and government
repression (see this report.

While many existing protest movements slowed in the
face of lockdown restrictions and rising fears of infec-
tion, demonstration activity over government re-
sponses to the pandemic increased.

Across the United States, a range of drivers fueled pro-
test patterns during the crisis, including opposition to

2 COVID-19 Disorder Tracker analysis and special reports
are produced by various members of the ACLED team. As a sum-
mary review of these pieces, this report’s text is drawn in some
cases directly from the original analysis. Readers are encouraged
to refer to the original pieces - hyperlinked throughout the text -
for further information, including original author information.
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In ACLED's Annual Report published in March,

10 protest movements
which erupted In 2019 were highlighted. Each
of these have been uniquely impacted by the
coranavirus outhreak,
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Last weel, for the first time in months, the number of demanstration events direetly related to
thi COVID=-19 pandamic surpassed the number of demonstration events associated with the
Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement (see line graph below). Data from ACLED's new US Crisis
Monitor project, in partnership with Princeton University’s Bridging Divides Initiative, now

allow us to track these trends across America in real
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PAKISTAN
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COVID-19 restrictions (see this report). Debate around
whether schools should reopen for in-person teach-
ing and mobilization by health workers demanding
better safety measures — such as access to PPE —
also contributed to spikes in demonstrations around
the country (see visual).

More largely, protest patterns have tended to mirror
COVID-19 cases in the US, with unrest over the gov-
ernment’s management of the pandemic rising in
tandem with increasing infection rates (see visual).

Demonstrations across East Asia also increased
during the pandemic for a variety of reasons, includ-
ing: demands for a stronger pandemic response from
the government, such as in China; calls for economic
aid for impacted businesses, such as in South Korea;
and requests for general financial support, such asin
Japan (see visual).

In Mexico, protests criticized the government’s slow
and unenthusiastic central response to the pan-
demic. Initial protests were led by health workers
demanding stricter government policies and better
access to PPE. Soon thereafter, labor protests rose as
well, with groups demanding they be allowed to re-
open businesses or asking for increased government
support (see visual). Protests in Brazil increased too,
rooted in public concerns over government misman-
agement of the health crisis (see this report).

While restrictions on movement did much to diminish
protest activity in the early days of the pandemic, real
and perceived government failures to adequately ad-
dress the crisis exacerbated existing grievances driv-
ing social movements prior to the coronavirus out-
break. As a result, many of the movements of 2019
and early 2020 soon returned with a vengeance,
even as multiple new movements were born in re-
action to poor government pandemic responses.
In Lebanon, the government has been unable to
tackle the country’s devastating economic crisis,
the effects of which have only been aggravated by
lockdown restrictions. Violent demonstrations have
broken out over deepening mistrust of Lebanon’s po-
litical elites, with a surge of events beginning in late
April (see visual).

Similarly, the fallout from the pandemic has wors-
ened the economic crisis in Tunisia, leading to a re-
vival of demonstration activity across the country

COVID-19 DISORDER TRACKER: SPOTLIGHT

East
Asia

Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, citizens of East Asian countries have taken to the streets to
demonstrate. Most demonstrations related to the coronavirus in East Asia have taken place in South Korea,
China, and Japan. Demonstration topics vary by country, and include demands for economic support,
government enforcement of COVID-19 precautions, and calls against government overreach.
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26 AR Demonstrations in

20  Mexico

President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador and his government have been criticized for a slow and
unenthusiastic central response to the coronavirus in Mexice. On 24 March, two days afier the mayor
of Mexico City took similar action, the Mexican government banned gatherings of more than 100
people. The slow central response has sparked protests from healthcare workers, who demand
stricter government policies and access to personal protective equipment. As the pandemic has
continued, demonstrations have increased. Howgver, demonstrations have increasingly shifted to
Invelve labor groups demanding that they be allowed to re-open businesses, or for increased
government support.
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(see this report).

In Iran, popular concerns over widespread corrup-
tion, poor service delivery, and economic hardship —
all exacerbated by the pandemic — fueled opposition
to the regime and sparked a wave of prison riots (see
visual).

Likewise, in Argentina, the government’s response to
the health crisis and the subsequent economic
fallout has contributed to a rise in anti-government
demonstrations amid protests over a controversial

abortion law (see visual).

In the US, the massive wave of demonstrations
associated with the Black Lives Matter (BLM)
movement that began over the summer s
intertwined with the onset of the pandemic. The 2020
phase of BLM became one of the largest protest
movements in US history in part because it emerged
within a socio-economic environment deeply
disrupted by the health crisis. Those who lost their
jobs and livelihoods are more likely to participate in
protests, and the pandemic’s direct and indirect
effects have both been felt unequally. The number of
Black Americans working in frontline jobs impacted
by the pandemic is disproportionately high, Black
workers continue to earn less than their white
counterparts, and almost half of Black households
are concerned with their ability to make rent on a
monthly basis. By August 2020, COVID-19 emerged as
the third largest cause of death among the Black

population in the US (see this report).

Protests simultaneously rose in Serbia amid allega-
tions of unfair elections and criticism of the govern-
ment’s pandemic response beginning in May (see
visual).

Similarly, in Chile, the government’s economic re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic led to a spike in
labor demonstrations across the country over the
summer (see visual).

Demonstrations surged in the aftermath of Peru’s na-
tional lockdown over the summer as well, resulting in
one of the largest increases recorded by ACLED
during the pandemic. Despite an early lockdown, by
August, Peru had one of the highest excess death
rates linked to COVID-19 in the world (see visual).

Meanwhile, in Hong Kong, demonstration activity re-
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i st | EBANON

After a months-long full in protest activity, a new wave of unrest has swept across Lebanon since ll\z s-r_umJ
half of April. Unlike the peaceful uprising of late 20019, demonstrations have turned violent this ti i
trail of charred cars, smashed ATMs, and burning tires in Beirut, Tripoli and Saida. As the govern

o tackle the country's worst-ever economic crisis, whose effects are exacerbated by the Inckdo: od
on March 15, these recent riots reflact the prowing mistrust towards Lebanon's political elites, while reports of
protesters manhandled by the army can further ignite popular resentment against the regime.
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PROTESTS Iran reported its first case of coronavirus in Qom on February 19, one of the earliest

hotspats of COVID-19. With more than 80,000 people infected and 5,000 estimated deaths,
P Vo [0 Y iran is today one of the countries hit hardest in the world, and the second after Turkey in
SINCE terms of reported cases across the Middie East. However, a parfiamentary report leaked
to the press in mid-April confirmed long-held suspicions that the actual death toll could

(Woll[o 2L I be 80 percent higher than official estimates. Although anti-government demonstrations
UTBREAK are nowhere near the levels of last year, popular grievances over widespread corruption,
o poor service delivery and economic hardship continue to drive opposition to the regime.
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Since Fresident Alberto Fernandez came to power in December 2019, at least sight nationwide protests
have been called by the oppasition. A judicial reform bill - which the opposition believes to be a measure
adopted to protect former President and current Vice President Cristina Kirchner from corruption charges
= led to the initial demonstrations. In recent mas Fernandez's handiing of the coronavirus pandemic

and the subsequent economic fallout has been a driving force behind anti-government demonstrations. A
bill that would lsgalize abartion has also sparked demonstrations both for and against the proposed k.
The bill was approved on 11 December 2020 by the Congress and is backed by President Fernandez. The bill
still needs to be approved by the Senate, which is expected teo take it up at the end of the month. The
Senate rejected a similar bill decriminalizing abortion in 2018
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zozoCh | Ie. Demonstrations
At Its peak In early July, Chile had one of the highest per caplta coronavirus infection rates of any country. The
governmant's initial plan to control the pandemic brought the country’s economic ineguality to the forefront of
national politics. Chile, which has one of the highest levels of economic inequality in the region, has seen
widespread demonstrations directly related to COVID-19. Demonstrations have often been led by labor groups

calling for Increased government assistance, The demonstrations peaked during the week of 12 July in support of
legisiation that would allow workers (o access a percentage of their pension during the pandemic
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on 2 & 3 July, the 34th anniversary
of the national protests against
the dictatorship of General
Augusto Pinocher, to denounce the
QOVErNMENT's response to the
coronavirus pandemic,
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JUL protestsin Serbia

On 15 March, Serbia enacted a strict curfew in response te the coronavirus pandemic. During the week of
26 April, as citizens of Serbia participated in widespread pot-banging protests against the lockdown, ACLED
recorded 45 demonstration events. On & May, despite the continued COVID-19 outbreak, President Vucic
relaxed restrictions to allow for el ections bo ¢ &, The n, which the spposition encouraged
voters bo baycott by citing unfair electoral conditions and a lack of press freedom, strengthenead the ruling
party’s control of parliament. On 7 July, citing the rising COVID-19 & eount, Vueie announced plans to
resume the curfew. This announcement was met by large-scale protests, with opposition leaders blaming
Vucic's refusal to postpone alections for tha increase in coronavirus cases.

Oppenents of Vucic's Progressive Party blame him for the
increase in coronavirus cases. and accuse him of
contradictory palicies and statements about the virus,
President Vucic's decision Lo remove restrictions, despite
rising COVID-19 cases, wal o criticized by international
public health officials. Anti-gowernment protesters have
been met with tear gas by police, whao have also been
recorded attacking bystanders and journalists. On 9 July,
Prime Minister Brnabic announced a ban on gatherings of

_\‘\‘-\ mare than 10 people, which, while less extreme than
another curfew, raises questions for the continuation of
protests.
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26 JUL - . .
1A DemonstrationsinPeru

On 16 March, Peru entered a lockdown in response to the coronavirus pandemic, making it one of the first
nations in South America to do so. Despite early action, Peru recorded one of the highest excess death
rates in the world during |uly, Hkely due to an underequipped healthcsre sector. The rellance on markets to
ot faod, and a high rate of participation i the informal economy, likewise put citizens at risk of
contracting the virus. Following a steep decline in demonstrations immediately following the lockdown,
reported demenstration events have since increased. According to ACLED data, Peru has had one of the

|argest increases in the number of demonstration events during the pandemic

Demunstratlon Events smce the National Lockdown
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sumed as authorities began loosening coronavirus-re-
lated restrictions (see visual). Demonstrations spiked
in May and June before the Chinese government im-
posed a new national security law and cracked down
on pro-democracy activism in the city (see infograph-

ic).

In short, despite the pandemic — and at times be-
cause of the crisis — demonstrations ultimately in-
creased in more countries than they decreased last
year. Between 2019 and 2020, demonstration activity
rose by 7% worldwide (see this report).

TARGETED VIOLENCE

The onset of the pandemic paved the way for a
number of distinct forms of targeted violence.

The first has been state repression. Some states,
especially in the early days of the pandemic, took a
heavy-handed approach to enforcing coronavirus-re-
lated restrictions like lockdowns.

For example, in late March 2020, Uganda experienced
its highest disorder levels in over a decade as a result
of the government’s violent enforcement of lockdown
restrictions (see visual). State violence against civil-
ians accounted for nearly half of all recorded events
during this period.

Similarly, in Nigeria, state targeting of civilians and
demonstrators spiked in April as authorities violently
enforced coronavirus restrictions (see visual).

In South Africa, while most types of violence de-
creased following the coronavirus outbreak, violence
against civilians more than doubled by early April as
a result of heavy-handed lockdown enforcement (see
visual).

Some political leaders used the pandemic as an op-
portunity to stifle opposition and tighten their grip
on power. These leaders capitalized on emergency
powers granted during the crisis to suppress criti-
cism and popular mobilization. The unique state of
emergency provided them with cover to consolidate
authority, contributing to democratic backsliding in
multiple countries around the world since the start of
the coronavirus outbreak.

For example, the pandemic has strengthened the po-

COVID-19 DISORDER TRACKER: SPOTLIGHT

Hong Kong

21-27
JUN
2020

Hong Kong has been able to avoid the devastating impacts the coronavirus pandemic has had en mainfand
China. This can be attributed to a combination of strong government responses and community actions,

including the widespread adoption of social distancing measures. These measures, in turn, led toa decline
in demonstrations. An exception to this decrease was the week of 2 February, during which healtheare

workers want on strike and riots broke out in an attempt to pressure the gevernment to close the border

with mainland China.

Demonstrations Since First Confirmed COVID-19 Case

Namber of Demanstration Feenes

A5 Hong Kong has continued to avoid a second wave

j :?0 ° of coronavirus cases, demonstration activity has
2 i} i L resumed. Following the relaxation of coronavirus
R ® ; guidelines on 8 May, which increased the maximum
L]

gathering size to eight, a spike in demonseration
Hong Kgng avents was observed. On 30 June, China adopted a
® new Hong Kong security law. The legislation, which
allows heavy penalties for protesters, raises concermns
for the future of the protest mevement in the city.

1
1
45 ® ®
1 "
e B
g 1 e
:ZBJan; first confirmed COVID-12 case
k2 1
H : On 3 February,
5 a0 1 healtheare workers
é 1 launched a multi-day
1 strike in protest of the
E 25 1 open border with China.
i .
% =
£ |
é 13 1
1
1
1o :
1
: |
: I Exceschve force against prntesters [ Pratest witly inervntion " E
¢ 1 Peaceful protest W vigient demonstration . =
4y & 8 =8 &8 8 8 & 8 § L § oy § oS B om koW oW oE & &
A = 2z o8 o2 PR
SRRt R R RE RN RS
CaStrahiag Week

COVID-19 DISORDER TRACKER: SPOTLIGHT

2 roncen UGANDA

During the final weeks of March 2020, Uganda suffered its highest disorder levels in close

to 15 years. Nearly half of these events were violent state crackdowns on civilians.
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sition of states across West Africa. Governments have
subtly exploited the crisis to repress opposition and
to manipulate elections (see this report). In Guinea,
where there had been large-scale demonstrations
against proposed constitutional changes since Octo-
ber 2019, the health crisis allowed the regime to push
forward with the changes, silence protests, elect and
install a new parliament, arrest opposition leaders,
and deflect international attention (see this report).

In Venezuela, de facto President Nicolas Maduro an-
nounced lockdowns in the early days of the pandem-
ic, limiting ongoing protests in opposition to his re-
gime in late March (see visual).

In Bolivia, the repeated rescheduling of elections
amid the pandemic triggered unrest across the coun-
try over the summer, with critics accusing the govern-
ment of postponing the votes in an attempt to retain
control (see visual).

In response to the pandemic and the rising threat of
the Islamic State in Sinai, Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi took steps to tighten his grip on power.
He moved to shore up his position in late April, rat-
ifying new amendments to the country’s emergency
law, granting himself additional sweeping authorities
that allowed him to ban or limit public gatherings,
even outside of health emergencies. While the gov-
ernment says the measures are meant to deal with
the pandemic, the majority of the amendments are
not clearly tied to public health issues (see visual).

In Algeria, the government exploited COVID-19 restric-
tions to suppress political dissent during an upsurge
in unrest. With the world’s attention fixed on the pan-
demic, Algerian authorities pushed through prosecu-
tions targeting activists, journalists, and supporters
of the anti-government Hirak movement in May (see
visual).

Globally, state targeting of the media increased last
year under the guise of COVID-19 restrictions. Many
states used the pandemic as a pretext to impose new
limitations on civil liberties and to intensify repres-
sion (see visual).

Other types of targeted violence — such as Mob Vi-
olence — also increased during the pandemic (see
visual).
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MAY SOUITH AFRICA

M Pest-dockaown (26 Mar - 30 May 2025)
[0 Pro-tackdown (20 fan - 25 Mar 202 o)

Whilz most types of violence decreased in
the weeks following the coronavirus
outbrealk, violence against civilians surged

. across South Africa. In the weeks following
% South Africa’s lockdown measures
implemented on 26 March, ACLED records
g w mere than double the number of viclence
B apainst civilian events than during previous
[ ) wesks.
South Africa . .
oy || The increase in vislence
against civilians is due

1 . o) Fligaelh implementation of
South Africa’s lockdown

South Africa instituted a nationwide locl

Numher of viclence lpl:m. :Ivlllan events

in large part to a spike
in the weeks directly
following the

wn on 26 i
March in an effort to contain the coronavirus. This

included a complete prohibition on alcohol sales, as
alcohol-related issues were thought to place a
disproportionate burden on the state's enforcement and
health infrastructura.

Police Minister Bheki Cele encouraged security forces to
both destroy liquor stores and to use force to enforce the
ban. As a result, the increase in violence against civilians is
almaost entirely due to a surge in state targeting of civilians
as part of these heavy-handed enfercement measures,

Lockdawn implemented
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W State forees
M unidentified armed groug
W Private security forces
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As South Africa lossens these restrictions, including the aleohol
ban, such incidents are expected to decrease. However,

prohibiti provided itiss ta criminal

networks seeking to profit from black-market sales of alcohol,
and many small businesses were permanently destroyad,
resulting in increased unemployment. Such censequences could
catalyze an increase in new types viclence In the coming months.
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w  EGYPT

The rising threat of the Islamic State - Wilayat Sinai in Egypt, the strain of the global
health crisis, and growing domestic unrest over the pandemic response leaves
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi In a vulnerable position.

His solution: silencing news of militant attacks and pushing through new
amendments to tighten his grip on power.

Thee recent IS attack on electricity towers in
Simal resulted In 2 major power outage that
disrugted water pumping infrastructisrs, 5
leading 1o heightensd fears among 2
residents requinng water for preventative S
"

Violence involving 1S has been an the rise in Egypt

40 since early last month; attacks by the group often

Increase during Ramadan, Reported fatalities

stemming from these

EL] events have also been
increasing

[seen in the graph].

e

measures during the COVID-19 pardemic.

20

.Repnrl!d Fatalities from Pol
Invalving the Islamic Stat
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Following the attack on the towers, Egyptian authorities prohibited the media from publishing any news
of the incident (though the state denies these claims). Details of the attack would suggest that the
government is vulnerable to the growing security threat in Sinai. Such exposure, at a time when the state
is already spread thin combatting both the pandemic and popular discontent with its management of the
crisis, could threaten the president's held on power

15 Al-5isi has moved to shore up his position, ratifying new
amendments to the country’s emergency law last week, which grant
him additional sweeping authorities. while the government says the measures
are meant to deal with the coronavirus pandemic, the majority of the amendments are
not clearly tled o public hiealth Issues.
Demonstrations in Egypt
were at a high until early
April [seen in the graphij,
when parliament first passed
the bill proposing the new
amendments. This was weeks
befare Al-Sisi formally
ratified the bill, suggesting
that the bill has already
begun to be anfarced.

10 These new powers include giving Al-Sisi
the authority to ban or limit public
gatherings, even outside of public health
emergencies.

Mumber of Demonstration Events in
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For moen, can Al-Monicer, § Apr 2020, 7 May 2026; Human Rights Watch, 7 May 2020; A Jazeara, § May 2020, Wathington Posr, 10 May 2020,
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ot - «___ Elections
I Bolivia: Postponed

Amid the corenavirus pandemic, Bolivia is facing a pelitical crisis. After clections originally scheduled for

May were postponed, supparters of former President Evo Morales and his political party, the Movement for

Sacialism {MAS), held demonstrations for three consecutive weeks, They demanded the general and
presidential elections be held immediately,

Last waek, on 23 July, the Supreme Electoral Tribunal postponed the elections scheduled for & Septembar
nd time. The elactions have been rescheduled for 18 Octobaer 2020. Following this dacision,
s of the MAS mavement, which continues ta appase the current government of Jeanine
claimed that they will again resort to protests to contest the rescheduling, Morales claimed the
ment was an attempt by the current gevernment te hold onto power. He insisted the elections
move forward as scheduled, with the necessary protocals in place to protact voters from the corenavirus.

Demonstrations 2020

As the number of coronavirus cases in Bo
surpasses 70,000, with more than 2,000
confirmed deaths, the country's dtizens continue
to Face a fractured health and infrastructurs
system. In Cochabamba city, lacals have baen
incarmittently cccupying and biocking the Kara
Hara landfill ares since May, demanding free
access to potable water during the pandemic.
Saveral labor groups have alsa bean protesting,
weith over 5,000 teachers marching through the
streets in La Paz city on 2 July, demanding the
annulment of & decree regulating
distance-learning, and the reinstatement of
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& the Hirak

m‘é ALG E RI Movement

The Hirak Movement began in Algeria in February 2019, following then-President Bouteflika's
announced candidacy for a fifth presidential term, and were centered on widespread anti-government
santiment. The protests —- with some of the largest crowds since 2011°s Arab Spring —- helped to
usher Bouteflika's resignation in April 2019, Yet the demonstration movernent continues, protesting
agalnst elite politics in the country. The movement had been halding weekly demanstrations for aver
a year before COVID-19 movement restrictions slowed things down (see graph befow),

There are reports that the Algerian government has been exploiting COVID-19
restrictions to suppress political dissent in the country. Amnesty International
reports; At the time when all pational and international eyes are focused on the
handling of the COWID-19 pandemic, the Algerian authorities are fnvesting time in
accelerating prosecutions and trials against activists, fournalists and supporters of
the Hirak movement."

Activists have recently been sentenced for creating memes critical of the President
and for criticizing authorities on Facebook. These arrests have prompted spikes in
demonstration activity in recent weeks (see both graph and map below).
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we Media Targeting

State repression i3 expected to rise, especially in authoritarian states, under the guise of strict
adherence to health security standards, One of these tactics has been attacks on the media —
specifically violence against journalists, The map below depicts these trends since the start of 2020,

In Oramnge on the map are countries where there have been reporis of
violence against journalists linked 1o their coverage of COVID-18

In MAVY on the map are countries where there have been reports of
restrictions placed on the media, which can be precursors to such violence.
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Healthcare under
Workers Siege
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68% of viclence
targeting healthcare
workers captured by

@ ACLED aceors in India.
a

In the early weeks of the COVID-19 pandemic,
healthcare workers-participated In proests
demanding berter government responses to-the
outbreak and access to personal protective
equipment. Protests have decreased in recent
weeks, which is expected as demands for government
o action and suppert are met
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or crudely armed groups - has risen worldwide in
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1:";‘15 Political violence in the path of
2020 CYCLONE AMPHAN

Cyclone Amphan, one of the most powerful in decades, made landfall in India's West Bengal state on
the afternoon of May 20. As the eyclone approached from the Bay of Bengal, millions of people were
in the process of evacuation from India's West Bengal and Banglzdesh. The global pandemic, howsver,
has made evacuations more difficult.

Adding further complication has been the recent rise in mob vielence and civilian targeting in this
regian in the wake of the pandemic. The evacuation and housing of affected residents in shelters
may lead to an increase in disorder, as people fear sharing confined space with others due 1o
the surge of coranavirus cases in the region,

Such fears have motivated much of the violence in this region in recent weeks.

in India's West Bengal, cashes
occurred over the eourse of several days last
waek after Muslims were harred from using
public toilets following reports of positve
COVID-159 cases in their neighborhoaod
Reports indicate that the violence was
coordinated and systematically targeted
towards the Musfim community, a trend
mirrored across much of the country
following announcements blaming Muslims
for spread of the coronavirus.

Political Vielence
(Bangladesh & India's

(West Bengzl, india, 2020}

in Bangladesh, an anti-Mustim social media post
sparked atfacks against a shop belonging to a Hindu

owner, thought to be the source of the post. At least 10 4
people were injured during the incident, In recent years, 2
social media posts and Fake onling news have triggered o

several clashes in Bangladesh. 15

o
Reported Fatalities

Feb 23 Feb BMar 22 Mar 5Apr 19 Apr 3 May
e Wi, 26 May 2020, Dzursche-Wetle, £ Nov 2013, Washingtan Past, 19 May 2020.
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https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/04/02/cdt-spotlight-media-targeting/
https://acleddata.com/2020/05/21/cdt-spotlight-mob-violence/
https://acleddata.com/2020/04/16/cdt-spotlight-healthcare-workers-under-siege/
https://acleddata.com/2020/05/21/cdt-spotlight-political-violence-in-the-path-of-cyclone-amphan/

Mobs have attacked authorities enforcing lockdowns,
healthcare workers (see visual), and suspected carri-
ers of the coronavirus.

Tensions over lockdown restrictions and infection
fears are aggravated when compounded with other
stressors, such as environmental disasters like Cy-
clone Amphan in South Asia last May (see visual).

Political violence targeting women also remained
a major threat during the pandemic. Attacks on
women in the public sphere continued unabated
during the crisis — sometimes at rates consistent
to those recorded before the coronavirus
outbreak (see visual).

ARMED CONFLICT

At the start of the pandemic, many hoped that
COVID-19 could bring warring parties to the negotiat-

ing table, with the UN calling for a global truce to
deal with the health crisis. Yet the ceasefire
appeal has not had the desired result (see this

report).

In Yemen, for example, the ceasefire did not hold
(see visual), with the pandemic leaving warring
parties largely undeterred in the south (see visual).

In the Philippines, unilateral ceasefires declared by
both the state and the New People’s Army in
March also failed to significantly reduce violence (see
visual).

In the eastern Donbas region of Ukraine, ceasefire
violations have continued throughout the pandemic
(see visual). Although a July ceasefire and de-
escalation agreement has succeeded in significantly
decreasing the intensity of the conflict, fighting
remains ongoing (see this report).

In many countries, conflict continued with no new
ceasefires, and with violent actors undeterred.

In Somalia, Al Shabaab launched daily attacks in May,
hindering humanitarian efforts to fight the spread of
coronavirus (see visual). Al Shabaab ultimately esca-
lated its activity by 33% last year — one of the
greatest increases recorded for any conflict actor
between 2019 and 2020 (see this report).

India faced active conflicts on multiple fronts during
the pandemic — against militant groups in Jammu

COVID-19 DISORDER TRACKER: SPOTLIGHT

Azen Politic_al violence
2020 targeting women

amidst the coronavirus pandemic

As lockdown measures go into effect around the world, women are at heightened risk of domestic
violence. Yet the threat to women is not sclely limited to wiolence inside the home: ACLED data
show that political violence targeting women in the public sphere has continued
unabated through the COVID~19 crisis - at rates consistent to those recorded
before the pandemic.

While lockdowns have stifled deronstrations featuring women following the spike around
International Women's Day on B March {orange line below), coronavirus restrictions have had linle
effect on the threat of political vialence targeting women (navy line below).

This violence is largely rooted in patriarchal power dynamics aimed at creating & high-risk public
space in which women are humiliated, oppressed, and ultimately discouraged from political
participation. At a time when many regimes are seizing the opportunity to bolster
state power, women continue to be a prime target of violence and repression
{depicied in the map below).
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CONFLICT Y E M E N

22-28

M
2020 ESCALATION IN

5% B mirjdrone strikes
[ A0t othar conflict gvarty

Rising Violence

]

In late 2019, de-escalation efforts
succeaded in bringing Yamen to one
of its ‘quietest periods” tince the start
of the conflict.

However, following a suspected
Houthi missile artack on government
forces east of the capital Sana’a last
January, fighting has flared up across
northern Yemen, as Houthi forces
advanced in Al Jawf and Marib
governomtes.

Number of Conflict Events

Despite both Houthl and anti-Houthi
farces sgresing o 3 ceasefite on 26
March, fierce clashes erupted in
Marib over the follewing days,
accompznied by 2 barrage of air and
drone strikes.

WSl WSwlE 0RpI7 9HpIE BSm o

Reported Faalliies I >
t & @ D. 3
10 =
20

5l 3 @

Multiple Threats
for Civilians

° & =0

Approximately 270 civilian fatalities were:
8 recarded across Yemen in the Aist guarer of
2020, soaring by a third compared to the
4 = previeus three-manth period,

; © Of these civilian faralities, half are attributed to
q actions carrled out by Houthl forces.

.
[ Matsanal Resistance forces e ‘Without a credible commitment of the warring
[E Cperasion Restaring Haope gt gL parties to break the spiral of viclence, the
1] MiliEary Forcas (Hack) COVID- 19 pandemic may wreak further
I raiicany Forees {Houthih ] destructlon in Yemen, where a shattered
O Unictmatifiec Armed Grosn healthicare system and the lack of sanitation
= ' hnjmsnasmwv:mtnbmedmﬂu outhreak

it gt & CarZvecibl of cholera and ather preventable diseases,

Pepetrator of Civilian Targeting 82
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https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/04/16/cdt-spotlight-healthcare-workers-under-siege/
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https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/06/11/cdt-spotlight-protest-and-conflict-in-ukraine/
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https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/05/21/cdt-spotlight-al-shabaab-in-somalia/
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https://acleddata.com/2020/04/30/cdt-spotlight-political-violence-targeting-women/
https://acleddata.com/2020/04/02/cdt-spotlight-yemen/
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https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/06/18/cdt-spotlight-the-battle-for-the-south-in-yemen/
https://acleddata.com/2020/04/02/cdt-spotlight-philippines/
https://acleddata.com/2020/06/11/cdt-spotlight-protest-and-conflict-in-ukraine/
https://acleddata.com/2020/05/21/cdt-spotlight-al-shabaab-in-somalia/

and Kashmir, Pakistani forces in the Kashmir
region, and Naxal-Maoist rebels in the ‘Red
Corridor’ (see visual). It was ultimately among the
countries with the highest number of civilian
targeting events in the world last year (see this

report).

In some conflicts, actors have used the
pandemic as an opportunity to escalate
campaigns or to push their advantage (see visual).

In Mozambique, the pandemic failed to stymie Isla-
mist militants in northeastern Cabo Delgado,
where the insurgents stepped up attacks against
civilians and armed forces in April (see visual). 2020
proved to be the deadliest year for the Cabo Delgado
conflict yet (see this report).

The health crisis significantly impacted political dis-
order patterns across northeast India, increasing the
risk of instability and unrest (see this report). Fighting
escalated in the Jammu & Kashmir region as well
over the summer (see visual), with 2020 marking the
most violent year for cross-border conflict between
India and Pakistan since the beginning of ACLED
coverage in 2016 (see this report).

The Turkish military intensified operations against
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in Turkey as well
as in Iraq last year (see visual). In total, the Turkish
military ramped up activity by 32% in 2020, resulting
in one of the largest increases in activity across all
conflict actors relative to the year prior. Iraq also
registered one of the largest escalations in conflict of
any country in the world last year, with an increase of
38% between 2019 and 2020 (see this report).

In Myanmar, conflict rose in the lead up to the gener-
al election in November, despite a rapid increase in
coronavirus cases (see visual).

Elsewhere, Israeli settlers and state forces
increased attacks on Palestinians in the West Bank
in the early days of the pandemic. Relative impunity
for settlers, crackdowns by police, and COVID-19
restrictions ensuring crowded close quarters may
have all contributed to the violence (see visual).

Many jihadi groups around the world escalated their
operations during the pandemic. There was a rise in

26 APR  Continuing Conflicts in

2oz India

2020

India faces active confficts on multiple fronts — against militant groups in Jammu and Kashmir,
Pakistani forces in the Kashmir region, and Naxal-Maoist rebels in the "Red Corridor,” These conflicts
continue against a backdrop of rising meb vielence, especially against health workerss and Muslims.

As the Indian government grapples with the coromavirus pandemic,
and the number of COVID-19 cases continues to rise,
opponents of the Indian state may use the opportunity to advance their positions.

11 Militant groups continue to
target security personnel as
10 they vie for greater influence in
Jammu and Kashmir. Last week,
security forces intensified
9 cordon and search operations
1CASOs) amid local recruitment

Routine cross-border clashes have
cantinued between Indian and Pakiszani
farces, despite natlanwide lockdowns in
bath countries to curb the sprezd of the

coronavirus.

®

The graph depicts an
Increase in fatalities
from crass—border clashes
between Indian and Pakistani
farees in the Kashmir regeon,

and infiltration attempts by
8 milicant groups. This includes
against Ansar Chazwat-ul-Hind
5 (AGuH), 2 known Al Qaeda cell
In the regian.
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2R CONFLICT &
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2020

CRACKDOWNS

Far from universally decreasing or halting conflict, the COVID-12 pandemic has produced varying effects
onarmed, organized violence levels worldwide. In some countries, state repression as a result of

has manifested through an increase in organized political violence. In some ongoing
5. actors have used the pandemic as an oppertunity to escalate campaigns or push
19°s impact on conflict varies across context.

. EBcountries saw the number of
B ® organized political violence events

gg increase or remain steady since the

B declaration of a pandemic on 11 March
2020. The remaining 50 saw decreases.
Five countries with the largest increase in
armed, organized violence since the pandemic:

LIBYA INDIA

276 event increase

Warring parties have continued the
ascalation begun pre-authmak, with
military leader Haftar claiming a
*popular mandate’ to nue all of Likya.

132 event increase

Wislent state-led campaigns on muktipde fronts
including in Jammu & Kashmir and against
Maxals - aswall as ongoing targeting of Muslims,
have contributed o the uptick in event counts
across Indla.

MALI
A0 event intrease
Al Qaedla affiliate INIM, which has

rmada public its interntion 6 take
advantage of the COMDA19 pandemic, [

YEMEN

192 event increase
Warring parties continue
undeterred in Yemen,
despite the outbreak and a
ceasafire. facent
eszalation |s driven in part
by thve sell-rule declaration

has increased its activity and
contributed to an increate 0 vislence.
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https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/05/21/cdt-spotlight-pkk-turkey/
https://acleddata.com/blog/2021/03/18/acled-2020-the-year-in-review/
https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/11/02/cdt-spotlight-covid-19-and-conflict-in-myanmar/
https://acleddata.com/blog/2020/04/09/cdt-spotlight-israel-and-palestine/
https://acleddata.com/2020/05/07/cdt-spotlight-continuing-conflicts-in-india/
https://acleddata.com/2020/04/30/cdt-spotlight-conflict-crackdowns/
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Map of conflict events in Cabo Delgado
(October 2017 - April 2020)

101
The nurmber af vipkant incidenrs
recorded by ACLEDn Eabo
Delgato province from 1 janusry
020 (o 25 April 2020, marking 2
300% increase from the same
period last year.

285
The ntimbet of igtal fepared
fatalities recosded by MCLER in
Tabe Deigado provinee from 1
Janaary 2000w 35 April 2020,
bringing the eotal te
approximately 1,100 from the
beginning of the insurgency. &5
of the 25th, Al 2020 | the month
with the highect murmber of
Fatnlities ever recorded by ACLED In
Muzambigle

200+
The nurnber of reported civilian
fatalities rectrred by ACLED in
Cabo Delgada provines fram |
Jarminry 2020 ta 25 Aprl| 2020,
totalling mere than 700 since:
Octaber 2017.

o mibeer af Canflist Events
Maragas 1

On 10 January, the Turkish military announced the beginning of a new operation against the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) in the rural regions of Turkey near the border with Iraq - the first of several small
o = ki

nce the announcement, engagements
forces and the PKK have increased, following a decline at the end of 2019. However, Turkey

against the PKK has not been [ d to Turkish soll: the military has inc
against PKK forces in lrag, whe jority of interactions between the PKK and the Turkish military
have occurred. The renewed campaign against the PKK demonstrates the Turkish stat
Increase security in southeastern Turkey by pushing armed engagements towards Irag,

[ shelling, artillery, or missile attack
B Remote explosive, landmine, or IED
[ Armed clash

I Air or drene strike @

Only 23% of
engagements
between Turkish

Numbar of Events
1

1 @ forces and the PKK
{ ;: ° took place in
Turkey.

Adina

In 2020, 7 7% of all engagements
between Turkish forces and the PKK have
taken place in Irag. Air and drone strikes
compose /6% of these interactions,
demonstrating Turkey's reliance on air
power in its fight against the PKK.

©n 10 January, Turkey

BLd Raunched & new

offensive against the
PHK.

Number of Events between PKK & Turkish Forces
5]
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b Continuing Conflict in Jammu & Kashmir

More than a year after the Indian government revoked Jammau & Kashmir's limited autonemy through a
controvarsial constitutional amendment widely viewed as anti-Muslim, tensions in the ragion remain
high. India faces multiple conflicts in Jammu & Kashmir that have escalated during the coronavirus
pandemic. Clashes between Indian and Pakistani forces along the border have coincided with an increase
in operations by Indian state forces against various militant groups.
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g MYANMAR
2020 COVID-19 and Conflict

A5 the general elections scheduled for 8 Nowernber approach, Mysnmar is facing & rapid Increase In coronavirus
tases. Myanmar new has the third highest coronavirus mortality rate in Seutheast Asia,* The second wave of the
pandernic started in Rakhing state where conflice persists between the military and the United League of
Arokan/frakan Army (ULAMAA), an ethnic Rokhine armed group fighting for greater autonany. As the rainy season
comes to an end, clashes between the two groups have escalated.

chin Failed Ceasefires
The unilateral ceasefire anmounced by the
military im May in response to the pandemic
leaves outthe western part of the country,
Inchading Rakhine state and Chin state
(specifically Palenwa townshipl. Fghting has
thus continued in these states unabated, The
military has aksa clashed with ethnic armed
araups in northern Shan state, despite the
region falling under the ceasefire declaration.
There has been o rise in battles in Shan state in
the past two months as the military continues
ta clash with Shan and Ta'ang rebel groups,

st barera o

Jamuary March May July Saptambar
Manth of Event Date (2020}

Civilians Targeted

The conflict in Rakhine and Chin states has taken a toll on civilians. The
military has carried out a campalgn of indiscriminate shelling of wilages
along the Kaladan and Mayu rivers. Meanwhile, the ULA/AA has adopted &
strategy of abductions. Most recently, the group abducted three members of
the ruling Mational League for Demacracy (NLD) The ULAMAA has claimed
would release the NLD members if certain detained politicians and students
were released. Several university students have been detained recently for
callng for an end to the ongoing conflict in Rakhine and Chin states.

W Rakchine & Chin [Paletwa Township)

Dbkt

3 Feb 20 30 Mar 20 35 hay 20 0Jul 20 14 Sep 30 9 Now 20
Week of Brent Date {2030)
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- (| 25 ISRAEL &

Demonstrations in response to the Trump adminstration's peace deal declined
0 steeply after surging in January, but an engeing pewer struggle for the position
n of Israzli Prime Minister compounded by the COVID-19 cutbreak has kept
E tensions high. Political violence remains rampant and has escalated,
L as |sraeli setthers and Isreeli forces increase attacks on Palestinians in
E the West Bank. Relative impunity for settlers, crackdowns by police,
s and lockdown measures ensuring crowded close quarters may have
E 5 contributed to the viclence.
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Palestinian residents of a
refugee camp clashed with
residents attempting to
leave East jerusalem ower
fears they would spread the
coronavins,

Sub-Event Type
W ferred clash
W Arrack
Mob violence
Feacefu protest
Erotest with intervention
B Violent demensie

At least four instances
af lsraeli forces
dumping suspected
coranavirus-infected
Palestinians at
checkpaints.

At least three Instances
of Drthadex Jewash
community members
attacking healthcars
warkers or police
attempting to enforce
lockdawns.
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tocal conflicts over land ownership and
livelihond security. In recent weeks,
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however, the security situation has
nereasingly deteriorated in Tombouctou
and especially Gao, where suspected JNIM
militants arracked a Malian army camp
killing at least 25 soldiers on April G.
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Civilians continue to be a major target of violence in Mall, In the first three months of 2020, ACLED
records nearly 300 civilian fatalities across the country, increasing by an estimated 90% compared to
the previous quarter, While communal militias are responsible for mare than half of all civilian
deaths, the gowernment’s heaw-handed tactics hava resulted In an increasing chalian tell, sspacially

among the Fulani pastoralist
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Islamic State activity, for example, with major attacks
reported in the early days of the crisis as the group
sought to exploit the stress that outbreaks were plac-
ing on governments (see visual).

Al Qaeda-affiliate Jama’a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Mus-
limin’ (JNIM) saw COVID-19 as a “god-sent soldier”
weakening the Malian army (see visual).

Elsewhere in Africa, the conflict in Libya escalated
as fighting intensified at the start of the pandemic in
March (see visual).

In fact, violence increased on aggregate across the
African continent in 2020 compared to 2019 (see this
piece in the Mail & Guardian).

In addition to the pandemic’s direct impacts on on-
going conflicts, multiple indirect effects have also
had violent consequences.

For example, the killing of social leaders in Colombia
has risen dramatically over the past year, hastened
by the deteriorating security situation in rural areas
during the pandemic. Challengesinimplementing the
commitments made during agreements between the
Colombian government and the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC), as well as the presence of
otherarmed actors, have resulted in new threats. Dis-
putes over territory and resources, aggravated by the
health crisis, have exacerbated these trends (see this
report). Specifically, the perpetrators and locations of
attacks on civilians have shifted during the pandemic
(see visual), with social leaders and other vulnerable
groups facing heightened risks of violence (see this re-

port).

In Brazil, opposing governance strategies in response
to the pandemic led to rising tensions and violence in
April. On the national stage, tensions increased be-
tween the president and state governors over how
to deal with the health crisis. On the local level, as in
Rio de Janeiro state, tensions around the pandemic
response — this time between drug trafficking groups
and police militias — resulted in a spike in deadly vio-
lence (see visual).

The closure of bordersin Central America as a result of
the pandemic disrupted criminal economies in Mexi-
co, leading to increased competition amongst gangs

COVID-19 DISORDER TRACKER: SPOTLIGHT
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On 24 March, Colombia entered a nationwide lockdown to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.

There were concerns that the lockdown would increase the vulnerability of social workers,
demobifized FARC members, and government officials to violence by armed groups. However, levels

aof violence against civilians have remiained stable. While lavels of violenca against civilians have
been steady, the characteristics of this violence have changed both geographically and in tarms of
the perpetrators.

VAC Pre-Quarantine Start VAC Post-Quarantine Start
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Opposing governance strategies in response to the pandemic lead to
rising tensions and violence in Brazil.

Health officlals have called for social
isalation, and most state governors have
responded with stay at home measures.

Yet tensions have risen as President
Bolsonaro seeks to end social

isolation measures, criticizing the
measuras governors have taken.

Earlier this week, Bolsonaro spoke at a
protest in Brasiia adwacating for military
intervention — which experts say may be
legal ground to star an impeachment
process, This comes days after the president
fired the health minister after weeks of
stand-off between the two,
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and cartels beginning in March (see visual).

Conversely, the pandemic fostered collaboration
among armed groups in the US. Right-wing mobiliza-
tion against COVID-19 restrictions has been a crucial
means for far-right armed groups to build networks
around the country. Rallies have provided locations
for both unaffiliated individuals as well as organized
groups to express their politics, connect, and estab-
lish coalitions (see this report).

In Afghanistan, the Taliban has taken a multi-pronged
approach to bolstering its legitimacy during the pan-
demic, especially as it vies for increased concessions
during negotiations with the US-backed Afghan gov-
ernment. This included attempts to present itself as
the more capable governance alternative through ef-
forts to combat COVID-19, such as declaring it would
cease fighting in areas under its control if there was
an outbreak, holding workshops on preventing the
spread of the virus, and distributing PPE to locals (see
visual).

In the Philippines, President Rodrigo Duterte ordered
state forces to “shoot dead” citizens who violated
lockdown measures — a credible threat in a coun-
try where similar threats against ‘drug suspects’ are
regularly enforced. The result was a sharp decline in
violence against civilians in March as local communi-
ties adhered to lockdown restrictions and remained
out of the public sphere. These trends soon reversed
by May, however, with violence against civilians ulti-
mately returning to levels seen before lockdown mea-
sures were put into place (see visual).

In South Sudan, the coronavirus outbreak heavily im-
pacted the country’s political situation, with dozens
of senior elites testing positive for COVID-19 in the
first few months of the pandemic. With the sharp fall
in global oil prices threatening South Sudan’s budget,
the spread of the virus has exacerbated existing ten-
sions in the country (see visual).

In neighboring Sudan, the pandemic compounded
an already dire economic situation by reducing tax
and oil revenues and squeezing the informal sector,
prompting new demonstrations (see visual).

The health crisis also led to a wave of prison unrest
around the world as inmates face both additional
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On 16 March, the Philippines entered a strict lockdown to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. During &

speech on 1 April, President Duterte ordered military and police officials to “shoot dead” citizens who
wviolate lockdown measures. While there were only four reported cases of state viclence against civilians
related to coronavirus, the rheteric is similar to that used by Duterte amid his ongoaing “War on Drugs.”

Despite & sharp initlal drop, reports of violence againse civilians have continued during the lockdown, and
in recent weeks have neared pre-coronavirus levels. Vislence against civilians has been primarily
conducted by state forces, usually targeting drug su ©On 3 June, the Philippine Congress passed the
Anti-Terrorism Act, which expands the state's capacity for warrantless arrests and detentions, & sign that
state perpetrated violence against civilians is likely to continue.
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restrictions and heightened risks of infection (see
visual).

Prison unrest was particularly pronounced in lItaly
- home to the second-highest number of coronavi-
rus cases after China in early March 2020. The result
was that the government and regional authorities
deployed a variety of restrictions at different points
throughout the year, with measures rippling through
detention facilities and fueling a series of violent
demonstrations and mob violence events (see this re-

port).

In the US, prisoners and detainees have also attempt-
ed to bring awareness to infection risks and poor de-
tention conditions by demonstrating and calling on
authorities to take a stronger approach to preventing
outbreaks. When demonstrations fail to garner a re-
sponse, some inmates have launched hunger strikes
or riots. Demonstrations by prisoners are frequently
met with force: in more than a third — over 37% — of
all peaceful coronavirus-related protests held by pris-
oners and detainees, guards have used force like
fir-ing pepper spray and pepper balls (see this report).

CONCLUSION

The pandemic has not impacted any two states in ex-
actly the same way, with its effects on disorder pat-
terns shaped by the distinct circumstances of each
country’s political and conflict landscape. The full
range of analysis produced through the COVID-19
Disorder Tracker — outlined in this report — under-
scores the importance of combining robust quantita-
tive data on political violence and protest trends with
qualitative insights to allow for nuanced assessments
of these effects, factoring in each country’s unique
context.

While this report marks the end of the COVID-19 Dis-
order Tracker’s special coverage, ACLED will contin-
ue to collect real-time data on political violence and
protest around the world — including direct corona-
virus-related disorder events — making data publicly
available so that users can monitor the impacts of the
health crisis into the future.
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Duwer a year since the removal of President Bashir in a coup, the situation in Sudan remains tense. Protests
have declined in frequency and size, as rivalries among the vast military and economic upheaval loom over

the country, COVID-19 compeunds an already dire economic situation by reducing
hile the pl-nnnd lifting of fuel subsidies will f

squeering the informal sector,
sicuation and may catalyze renewed unrest. Sudan is unable to access COVID-18 assis offarad by the
IMF, Warld Bank, and AfDB due to its extremely large debts accrued over five decades, although itis
receiving in-kind suppert from the EU, Peace talks in Juba have been delayed in part by the pandemic, and
Prime Minister Hamdock fired the military gowernor of Khartoum following his refusal to implement the
lockdown in the capital on 18 April.

Since the lackdown, same, but not all, &
damenstrations in Khartourm have ﬁ
baen related to the coronavirus.
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The enforcement of lockdown measures to contaln the spread of the COVID-15 epidemic has severely
affected prisons and prisoners across the world. In several countries, governments have imposed restrictions
:'-‘l!flg |‘“?'I\"‘S i||'|'ﬂ ﬂ'“’ll]"q lnEm food and oth g(l')lji. Inflicting furth
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Ya Outside of the countries currertly cavered by ACLED,

several prison riots were also reported across
Western Europe, North America and

NN MM Between 29 February and 9 May, ACLED recorded unrest
a= |

inside detention facilities in 39 countries worldwide: 14
of these a.rc in Latin America and the Caribbean, 10 in
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& and the Middle East, 4 in South and
Southeast Asfa and 1 in Central Asm and the Caucasus.
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